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This	 is	 the	 first	 educational	 international	

conference	I	have	ever	joint.	It’s	very	eye-broadening	
and	 inspiring.	 Teachers	 in	 Hong	 Kong	 are	 often	
confined	within	schools	and	classrooms.	It	is	good	to	
have	 chances	 occasionally	 to	 attend	 seminars	 or	
courses	 in	 Hong	 Kong	 so	 that	we	 can	 share	 among	
teachers	 from	different	 schools.	Having	a	 chance	 to	
learn	from	professionals	worldwide	 is	definitely	one	
of	my	most	precious	experiences.	

	
Professionals	 in	 gifted	 education	 devote	

themselves	in	different	areas.	Many	of	them	are	very	
new	 to	 me.	 Some	 run	 special	 organizations,	 like	
inspiring	 museums,	 art	 foundation	 or	 educational	
fund,	 and	 some	 do	 interesting	 researches,	 like	
affective	 education	 and	 measuring	 creativity.	 All	
these	 focuses,	 areas	 of	 interests	 and	 insightful	
findings	 are	 very	 interesting	 to	 me.	 They	 give	 me	
impact	in	my	daily	teaching	focus.	

	
The	opening	keynote	speaker	Professor	Sun	from	

Taiwan	 stated	 that	 Science	 exploration	 and	
simulations	 in	 daily	 life	 are	 effective	 to	 maintain	
students’	 positive	 learning.	 He	 used	 some	 magical	
phenomena	 to	 attract	 his	 audience	 before	 he	
explained	the	scientific	theory.	The	theory	became	so	
clear	 and	 applicable	 in	 real	 life.	 I	 consider	 this	 the	
most	impressive	talk	during	the	conference.	Actually,	
I	 did	 a	 similar	 thing	 in	 my	 own	 lesson.	 The	 way	
different	 is	 that	 I	 put	my	 students	 in	 a	 real	 context	
where	 they	need	 to	help	 solving	 the	problem	using	
the	scientific	theory	they	are	learning.	Both	of	us	put	
students	in	the	real-life	practice	of	scientific	theory.	

	
	
	
	

	
The	other	impressive	message	is	the	emotional	

needs	of	gifted	children.	They	are	special.	They	have	
extra	emotional	needs.	One	of	the	scholars	from	USA,	
Bonnie	 Cramond,	 whose	 topic	 was	 “What	 inspires	
and	 motivates	 us	 to	 create?”,	 advocated	 that	
sometimes	 inspiration	 come	 from	 the	 desire	 to	
express	emotion.	The	more	emotion,	the	more	they	
can	inspire.	 	

	
But	this	is	not	easy	for	young	folks	to	bear	lots	of	

emotion.	 Having	 too	 much	 emotion	 would	 be	
described	as	emotional,	which	is	definitely	a	negative	
term	 in	 school	 settings.	 It	 should	 be	 educators’	
responsibility	to	help	gifted	children	to	deal	with	the	
overwhelming	emotional	needs	before	they	can	grow	
healthily	and	develop	their	gifts	fully	in	a	constructive	
way.	

	
	 Many	Hong	Kong	educators	are	now	working	on	
affective	 education	 and	 this	 is	 very	 sound	 to	me.	 I	
would	 remind	 myself	 the	 awareness	 of	 students’	
emotional	 needs	 during	 lessons.	 Instead	 of	
controlling	 them	 to	 follow	 fully	 my	 instructions,	 I	
should	allow	them	to	design	and	direct	for	their	own	
interest	of	learning.	Being	able	to	express	and	control	
on	 their	 own	 self	 would	 possibly	 be	 a	 way	 to	 help	
meeting	the	gifted	children’s	need.	 	
	

Prof	 Cramond	 continued	 her	 speech	 that	
inspiration	is	the	spark,	motivation	is	the	drive.	Having	
the	spark	cannot	last	for	long	and	it	cannot	lead	to	the	
real	achievement.	 	 Motivation	is	important	to	drive	
the	children	to	develop	their	potential.	I	have	seen	 	
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some	gifted	children	who	are	very	smart	and	always	
have	bright	ideas	but	not	all	of	them	are	motivated	to	
study	 hard	 for	 their	 academic	 achievement.	 They	
turned	out	to	be	low	achievers	and	I	considered	these	
cases	very	regretful.	

	
Inspiration	may	 come	 from	 the	 emotions	 they	

possess	 naturally.	 However,	 motivation,	 I	 believe,	
should	come	from	the	situations	that	students	are	in,	
e.g.	 family,	 school	 and	 social	 environment.	 Parents	
and	 teachers	 can	 help	 students	 understand	 the	
purpose	of	their	 lives	and	hence	the	reason	of	their	
hard	 work.	 Usually	 getting	 high	 marks	 and	 good	
chance	of	getting	a	prize	may	not	be	persuasive	 for	
them.	 A	 sounder	 reason	 is	 needed,	 which	 can	 be	
different	 for	 each	 gifted	 child,	 to	 help	 them	 drive	
themselves	into	excellence.	
	

This	inspires	me	that	life	is	unique.	Life	should	be	
dealt	with	 individually.	We	normally	set	our	class	 in	
the	same	standard,	same	pace	with	same	criteria	for	
assessment.	 Assessment-driven	 education	 in	
Hong	Kong	sets	most	 learning	activities	 the	
same.	But	this	is	not	humane.	Life	is	special	
and	that’s	why	it	is	beautiful.	Hope	we	can	turn	
our	 focus	 one	 day	 from	 assessment	 to	 developing	
unique	potential	of	individual	student.	 	

	
	

	


